
 

Hello and welcome



Hello and welcome 
If this is your first contact with Christ Church we hope you will 
feel very welcome.

We would really like to keep in touch with you.

To help us do this please fill in your details on the page opposite 
and pass it on to one of the welcome team in church or forward 
it to the Parish Office. We will let you know about the next 
welcome evening which gives people the opportunity to find 
out more and to meet others who may be considering coming to 
Christ Church.  

Thank you!

For more informat ion
Parish Office
57 North Street, Downend, Bristol. BS16 5SG.   
(located in the Parish Hall next to the Family Health Centre)
office@christchurch downend.com   
0117 908 9867
www.christchurchdownend.com



Help us to keep in touch with you

Phone Email Post

How would you like us to contact you?

Telephone

Postcode

Address

Email address

Name



Vision and leadership



Vision and leadership
Christ Church is a community of very different 
people drawn together from the local area and 
further afield. It is a community of all ages which, 
like a family, expresses its life through relationships - 
with God, others and the wider world.  

Our vision is that we might become a community 
that together is ‘learning to live the life’. 

If ‘life’ is a gift then we want to know how to make 
the most of it. This is a life-long journey with secrets 
to be shared. God’s life is to be lived in the whole of 
our lives - the home, the work place, places where 
there is pressure and failure, places of rest and 
relaxation. 

Christ Church is led by Jonathan Vickery (Vicar) and 
Paul Peterson (Associate Minister) with a staff team, 
authorised lay ministers, Church Wardens and the Parochial 
Church Council. 

We believe that a major part of our role is to help each person 

Jonathan Vickery
Vicar

Paul Peterson
Associate Minister



find their niche in the life of the church and play their part in 
making a real difference in the community and wider world.

The Parish Office is the hub of administration at Christ Church and 
the first point of contact for anyone requesting information about a 
variety of aspects of church life. These include baptisms, weddings, 
funerals, service times and use of the Parish Hall and Church Centre, 
Quakers Road.

Contact details
Parish Office
57 North Street, Downend, Bristol BS16 5SG.
Open weekdays 9.30am-12.30pm
0117 908 9867
office@christchurchdownend.com

Revd Jonathan Vickery
The Vicarage, Shrubbery Road, Downend, Bristol.  BS16 5TB
07519 203715
vicar@christchurchdownend.com

Revd Paul Peterson
15 Glendale, Downend, Bristol. BS16 6EQ
0117 330 7673 
paulpeterson@christchurchdownend.com





Worship
We all have different ways of experiencing God and expressing 
our thanks and praise through worship. Although one family, 
Christ Church has a variety of styles of services at different times 
on Sundays and mid-week. 

Sundays
8am Holy Communion at Parish Church - a traditional service on 
the1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays of the month.

9.15am Morning Worship on the 1st and 3rd Sundays, Holy 
Communion on the 2nd and 4th, Communion with Breakfast on 
the 5th at the Church Centre, Quakers Road – well known hymns 
and a warm welcome!

10.30am Morning Worship a variety of creative acts of worship 
at the Parish Church with special groups for children (including 
under 3s) and young people. 



6.30pm Evening Worship offering different styles of evening 
worship throughout the month.

•	Holy communion – 1st and 3rd Sundays
•	Celtic evening worship – 2nd Sunday
•	Creative evening prayer – 4th Sunday
•	Service of prayer for healing and wholeness – 5th Sunday

Tuesdays
9am-3pm Open Church, the church is open for quiet reflection 
and light refreshments. Reading from the Bible on the hour.

Thursdays
9.30am Holy Communion at the Parish Church. Refreshments 
served until noon.





Ray Hackney,
Treasurer

Peter Misselbrook, 
Giving Secretary

Giving
When the plate goes round at Christ Church, hardly 
anybody puts anything in. And yet around £3,500 
is given every week by our 300 or so members. 
The reason is that the vast majority of us give by 
standing order, having decided  at the start of the 
year what proportion of our monthly income it is 
right to set aside as our offering of thanks to God. 

Those who prefer to give weekly do so by using 
special envelopes and make a similar budgeting 
decision - to give first a proportion of the weekly 
income (often 10%) on the first day of the week to 
the God who comes first in their lives.  

We are seeking to honour God with our giving. But 
what is given also enables God’s work to be done, 
whether it be the children and youth work, ministry 
with families and the bereaved, supporting mission partners 
overseas and those in debt in our parish or in simply providing 
buildings that are warm and safe. Therefore, we encourage each 



person to use either a weekly offertory envelope or a monthly 
standing order and, if a tax payer, to sign a gift aid declaration 
form. This can be downloaded from our website, or picked up from 
church anytime. 

Contact
Ray Hackney, Treasurer
0117 956 9777
treasurer@christchurchdownend.com

Peter Misselbrook, Giving Secretary
0117 303 9326
giving@christchurchdownend.com





Prayer
Prayer permeates all we are about at Christ Church. 
It is at the centre of our church’s life.  Here are some 
of the more ‘organised’ aspects of prayer at the 
moment:

•	Morning prayer - time to centre on God’s 
presence, listen to God’s word and respond in 
prayer.

•	Prayer ministry - members of the team are always available 
to pray with anyone after a service.

•	Prayer ministry appointments - for more in depth prayer by 
appointment with the Ministry Team.

•	Healing prayer - regular services of prayer for healing and 
wholeness.

•	Listening prayer - several groups with a focus on silence and 
reflecting on God’s word.

Pauline Pearce,
Prayer ministry



•	Prayer triplets - groups of three people meeting regularly to 
pray for one another and wider concerns.

•	Prayer for persecuted Christians - standing with those across 
the world; praying for justice.

•	Prayer chains - for situations or people needing urgent prayer 
through email or phone contacts.

•	Prayer as a church - times when everyone is called together 
for a special purpose.

Contact
Pauline Pearce
0117 956 3917
prayer@christchurchdownend.com





Family
There is a particular emphasis on ‘the family’ at 
Christ Church because of its central place in society 
and the increasing pressures upon family life today. 

We want to see marriage and family life 
strengthened and the home becoming the primary 
place of nurture in Christian life and faith. 

Therefore, families are encouraged to share ideas as to how 
this could happen. Christ Church offers a variety of courses and 
support groups that are relevant for family life. These include:

•	The Marriage Course

•	Parenting courses

•	Aquila - a group for people who have been divorced

•	Sanctuary - parents of children with additional needs

•	Marriage preparation

•	Baptism preparation 

Anita Dobson,
Family Worker



The Mothers’ Union meets regularly, working and praying for 
marriage and family life worldwide.

Our Family Worker oversees and supports these and other 
initiatives.

Contact
Anita Dobson, Family Worker
0117 908 9868
family@christchurchdownend.com 





Children
Children are as much part of the Christ Church 
community as anyone – they, along with everyone 
else, are the church of today! The dedicated team 
of children’s leaders put so much energy into this 
rewarding ministry under the leadership of Tracie 
Jenkins, our Children’s Worker.  We have strong 
mutual links with the Primary schools of the 
parish, especially Christ Church Infant and Junior, through the 
governors’ commitment to serve and the regular leading of 
collective worship, the Bible Story Club, church visits etc. The 
Uniformed Organisations also come to church for regular Parade 
Services.

As well as monthly social events for children, and the annual 
Holiday Club, Christ Church invites all to its variety of groups:

Sundays
Creche: under 3s in the church room, (during the 10.30am service)
Sparklers: 3-5s in Christ Church Infant School.
Connect: 5-11s in the Parish Hall.

Tracie Jenkins,
Children’s Worker



Wednesdays
JaM (Jesus and me) Club: 5pm - 6.30pm in the Parish Hall for 
primary school children.

Thursdays
Christ Church Toddlers: in the Church Hall,  1.30pm.

Fridays (alternate)
Jigsaw:  ‘church’ for preschoolers and parents/carers in Church 
9.45am-11.30am alternate weeks.

Contact
Tracie Jenkins, Children’s Worker
0117 956 5620
tracie@christchurchdownend.com





Youth
Leaders are trying to listen to the issues young 
people are facing and are committed to working 
together in an environment of trust and friendship.  
It is great to see many of the youth becoming 
involved in the worshiping life of the church and 
taking initiative in their schools on issues such as 
global warming and social justice.  An increasing number are 
getting fired up by going on Christian Youth Camps over the 
summer and others are growing in their faith and leadership 
development through long-term discipleship support.     
There are three separate weekly youth activities during term 
time:

Faith @ the youth hub
Thursday evenings from 7.30pm at Christ Church Parish Hall. For 
11-14s with plenty of energetic activity, enthusiastic debate and 
quiet eating.
We also run an after school drop-in from 3.30pm-4.30pm in the 
Youth Hub for various ages as advertised.

Diane Paddon,
Youth Coordinator 



Faith @ Christ Church
Is for young people aged 11+ and meets during the 10.30am 
service at Christ Church on the 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th Sundays. 
Creating ways to nurture faith, to pray and to stimulate thought 
about the big issues of life. 

Faith+ 
Is for older teenagers (14+) and it meets every Sunday evening 
7.30pm -9pm at The Youth Hub, Christ Church Parish Hall. Taking 
a deeper look at areas of life that are challenging, confusing and 
exciting for young Christians today. 
Occasional social events help to develop friendships and build a 
sense of belonging. 
Young people also attend monthly youth worship events and 
have the opportunity to be mentored by one of the youth team.

Contact
Diane Paddon, Youth Coordinator 
07748 033226 
youth@christchurchdownend.com





Creativity
From ‘the beginning’ God has been creative, and has placed 
within the human spirit imagination, which has been described 
as ‘evidence of the divine’.   At Christ Church we love to see 
creativity, and encourage people to take the risk of pushing the 
boundaries in whatever way they want to push! This is seen for 
example in:

Using the creative arts in worship 

Music, drama, mime, dance, storytelling & poetry, visual images 
on screen and constructed as a visual focus, flower displays, 
fabrics and hangings, painting as worship etc.

Exploring the spiritual journey 
Through art at Haven House.

Experience Journeys 

Where reflective multi-sensory stations are set up in church 



to form a trail that engages people of all ages in the stories at 
Easter,  Pentecost and Christmas.

Craft and card making 

Which supports one  of our mission partners in Africa.

As we look to the reordering of Christ Church as a building that is 
appropriate for the 21st Century life it will be done in a way that 
reflects the beauty and simplicity of the God whose church it is. 

Communications team
Using a range of creative skills to communicate what is going on 
in the church to others within the church, in the community and 
further afield.

Contact
Parish Office
office@christchurchdownend.com   
0117 908 9867





Community 
God calls the Christian community to be outwardly 
focussed, both locally and globally. We do this 
naturally just by ‘living the life’ wherever we are 
every day. However, there are a number of initiatives 
we are currently engaged in as a church that we 
believe are our priorities at present:

Local
•	Debt Counselling Centre - run in conjunction with Christians 

Against Poverty (CAP).The office at Haven House in Staple 
Hill is managed by Hilary Kitchen who, along with volunteers 
from Christ Church and other local churches, befriend 
and offer practical support to those who are rising to the 
challenge of overcoming the effects of debt. 

•	Managing your money - a short course in debt prevention.

Contact
Hilary Kitchen, CAP Centre Manager
0117 956 6384
hilary@christchurchdownend.com

Paul Peterson
Associate Minister



•	The Alpha Course/Puzzling Questions - a low key way of 
exploring the Christian Faith with friends and food

•	Regular socials including men’s activities and ladies events
•	Making the Parish Hall and Church Centre available for 

events and clubs.

Global
•	Six mission agencies (partners) are supported through prayer 

along with 10% of our annual income, which comes primarily 
through people’s regular giving. Each partner has a Champion 
who ensures the links are developed. Representatives from 
the different agencies come and preach on special ‘Mission 
Sundays’ when we hear stories of transformed lives and grow 
in a sense of partnership with those on the ‘frontline’.

Contact
Paul Peterson
0117 330 7673
community@christchurchdownend.com





Growing
Healthy growth does not just happen on its own, it 
is dependant upon making healthy choices. Spiritual 
growth that is life-giving is largely the result of being 
intentional about what we watch, listen to, read 
and participate in. There are many options at Christ 
Church from which people can choose as they seek 
to take responsibility for their own growth.

Homegroups 
A mid-week gathering of 8-12 people that acts as ‘church in small’. 
We encourage everyone to be part of a home group. They create 
a sense of community where people feel they belong and are 
cared and prayed for; they are an environment where faith can be 
explored and deepened in the context of every living; they have the 
potential for transforming action as people get involved in local and 
global challenges. As stories are shared, relationships are built. 

Homegroups ‘at the heart of Christ Church’.

Jonathan and Shahne Vickery
07519 203715 | vicar@christchurchdownend.com

Jonathan and
Shahne Vickery



The church fellowship
A time when mostly older people can be together each month in 
the Parish Hall and enjoy food and friendship with an invited speaker 
addressing areas of interest. The Fellowship organises a weekend 
away around Easter and hosts high quality concerts in church.

Mike and Maggie Nichols 
0117 956 9265 | fellowship@christchurchdownend.com

Retreats
Usually held at Mill House in Devon, offering time for tranquillity, 
reflection and rest.

Conferences
Such as the Global Leadership Summit, Spring Harvest, New 
Wine etc.

Resource bank 
A range of books, CDs, DVDs and Bible reading notes to borrow.

Mike Parsons
0117 956 3942 | resources@christchurchdownend.com





Caring
There are a number of networks at Christ Church 
through which God’s love is experienced in special 
ways:

•	 Home visiting, especially those who are 
housebound or unwell.

•	 Visiting people in hospital and in residential 
homes 

•	 Supporting people who have been bereaved. 
This includes hosting an evening service in November when 
we ‘remember with thanksgiving’ loved ones who have died 
during the preceding year.

•	 Holy Communion at home (for those who cannot come to 
church).

•	 Welcoming those new to Christ Church and keeping in 
touch with people on the fringes.

Kathy Prosser, 
Pastoral Care 
Coordinator



We are seeking to create a ‘culture of invitation’ at Christ Church 
so that ‘unexpected’ relationships might be built, all will feel 
included and strangers become friends.

Our Pastoral Care Coordinator oversees this aspect of our 
church’s life and is often the first point of contact for those 
seeking pastoral support in so many of life’s challenges.

Contact
Kathy Prosser, Pastoral Care Coordinator
0117 908 9868 | 0790 6072 021
pastoralcare@christchurchdownend.com



Christ Church Downend
Registered charity no: 1131689

Find us on:
christchurchdownend.com

facebook.com/christchurchdownend
twitter.com/ChristChDownend


