


Wise words on love
There are three things that will endure - faith, 
hope and love - and the greatest of these is 
love. 1 Corinthians 13; 13

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it 
does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is 
not self-seeking, it is not easily angered. It keeps 
no record of wrongs. Love does not delight 
in evil, but rejoices with the truth. It always 
protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 
perseveres. Love never runs out. 
1 Corinthians 13; 4-8

‘Love is surrender’ The Carpenters

Jesus said: ‘As the Father has loved me so have 
I loved you. Now remain in my love.’ John 15; 9

He has showed you, O people, what is good. 
And what does the Lord require of you? To act 
justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly 
with your God. Micah 6: 8

This is love: not that we loved God but that he 
loved us and sent his Son to be the means 
through which our sins are forgiven. 1 John 4; 10

‘Wisdom enters by love’. St John of the Cross

‘Do ordinary things with extraordinary love’ 
Mother Teresa of Calcutta

‘Someday, after mastering the winds, the 
waves, the tides and gravity, we shall harness 
for God the energies of love, and then, for the 
second time in the history of the world, man will 
have discovered fire.’

P. Teilhard de Chardin
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Alpha helps you discover what God 
has in store for you

As Rachael Hill prepares for the next Alpha Course, 
she asks us to consider what God can do for you

 If God did exist what would you ask? “What am I doing here?”, “Why do 
people suffer?”, “What happens when we die?” These are all questions that 
most of us have at the back of our minds, but we’re often too scared to ask, 
or  simply too busy.

The Alpha Course is an opportunity for anyone to explore the Christian faith and to ask 
the questions that they may have. It’s relaxed, low-key, friendly and fun! It’s also a chance 
to make great friends too. Alpha is a 10-week course consisting of a series of talks looking 
at topics such as “Who is Jesus?” and “Why do we pray?”. After each talk the group has time 
for discussion. The course is open to everyone and is completely free of charge.

Last year we had great fun on the course. Each evening starts with a drink and  ‘posh 
pudding’. There were 11 guests with whom we had many  in-depth discussions as well as 
lots of laughter. This year ‘Team Alpha’ includes Jon Tooby, who brings four years of Alpha-
leading experience with him and will be co-leading the discussion. Helen Johnson joins 
the team as the ‘leader’ and brings a wealth of knowledge and enthusiasm. Jo, the vicar, 
will be attending to do some of the talks, and I will be doing the rest of the talks. We are a 
small but very committed and enthusiastic team! We all feel very privileged to be involved 
in the Alpha Course and to be able to meet with people who want to find out a little more 
about our faith.

If you would like to come along to the next Alpha Course you would be very welcome. 
The introductory supper will be held on Wednesday 16 September at Haven House, 133 
High Street, Staple Hill. This will give you the chance to meet the team and hear a little 
more of what the course will be like. You can then sign up for the whole course if you wish. 
But if it’s not for you, at least you will have had a great meal!

For further details please email us at alpha@christchurchdownend.com or tel: 0117 908 
9867 or visit www.christchurchdownend.com/alpha

Faith, hope and love pulled us through
Steve and Pauline Johnson give thanks after a year of 
battling cancer

29 April 2008 was a day we will never forget. That morning 
our daughter Hannah gave birth to her first child and our third 
grandson, Aiken. We set off to visit them that afternoon at 
Southmead Hospital.  But first we stopped off at the Urology 
Department for the results of some ‘routine’ tests Steve had 
undergone as part of a research study into prostate cancer. We 
were greeted by the consultant with the words: “I won’t beat 
about the bush Mr Johnson, we have found cancer cells”. We went for a coffee to let it sink 
in. Pauline had not been at all well for some months with a post-viral illness and so found 
the news particularly difficult to take in. But this is not a hard luck story! It’s a story of how 
in adversity God showed us His amazing love.

We were newcomers to Christ Church, Downend. We both had become Christians in our 
teens. We believed God answered prayer and we had experienced answered prayer but 
we had never been in a position of need quite like this before! Our new friends at Christ 
Church and particularly our home group soon surrounded us with prayer and offers of 
practical help.

It has been wonderful over the past year to experience such loving support when we 
needed it most. Steve went into hospital for major surgery in April this year knowing that 
good friends were just a phone call away.

As we write this it’s midsummer and we are sat in the garden. Two weeks ago we were 
told that the pathology report showed that Steve’s operation was 100% successful and 
the cancer is gone. Pauline is also making good progress. We are able to thank God for His 
goodness to us, our friends at Christ Church for their faithfulness in prayer and for many 
acts of love and kindness. We have to be honest and say that, given the choice, we would 
prefer not to go through another year like that! However, through it all we have grown 
closer to God and have a deeper awareness of His love as the compassionate, faithful 
Father that He is.

Oh! And Aiken has had his first birthday. And he is lovely!

“For I know the plans I have for you, plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give 

you hope and a future.” Jeremiah ch 29. v. 11



Does God care about 
climate change? 
September sees a special 
Sunday of free events to reflect 
on the environment. Geoff 
Payne, our climate change 
coordinator, extends a warm invitation to 
everyone

The summer holidays are a great time to escape the city. 
My favourite pastimes are body boarding and cliff walking 
in Cornwall. At night I gaze up at the stars in wonder of the 
universe and all creation, before returning to my tent to 
sleep.

Sadly, our modern civilisation has lost its connection with 
the natural world. But the majority of the world’s population 
do still live off the land. If their crops fail or land is flooded, 
people starve and die. For millions, lives are endangered by 
the degradation of forests, seas and lands. A recent report 
suggested an expected temperature rise of two degrees 
could threaten 40% of the Earth’s species and create 200 
million environmental refugees. In June, the environment 
secretary, Hilary Benn, said that the UK needed to prepare for 
a warmer future and to take action now to limit the severity 
of change. 

As Christians, we believe in the God of Creation, the 
Creator who cares. And in response to that God, and to the 
challenges of climate change, Christ Church is hosting a day 
of reflection and of action, on Sunday 20 September. 

The day will begin with a special Environmental Sunday 
service at 10.30am with a guest speaker from A Rocha, a 
Christian nature conservation organisation. It will continue, 
from midday, with a community picnic and Earth Connect: a 
multi-sensory, interactive, reflective trail around the church. 
At 3.30pm we will host a free public screening of The Age of 
Stupid: a film starring Oscar-nominated Pete Postlethwaite 
and rated 12A (www.ageofstupid.net).

There will be information, throughout, on joining the 
crucial Countdown to Copenhagen campaign when world 
leaders will meet and set the agenda for the next stage of 
fighting climate change.

The day is open to everyone: of all faiths and of none. Stay 
for the day or drop in as you are able. And, please, invite your 
friends and neighbours too.

“For millions, lives are endangered by 
the degradation of forests, seas and 

lands.”

Partnership with South African 
school brings friendship and joy
As one of our mission partners continues its good 
work in Africa, Sheila and Bill Robbins report 
back on how the community is 
benefiting from our gifts of love

Our involvement in Clarens has spanned seven 
years, beginning with a fellow Christian asking 
us to buy bricks to build a classroom for nine 
children starting their education in a garage at the 
headteacher’s home. The passion for education, 
bursting from two headteachers in Swindon led 
to a global partnership between several Swindon schools and Dihlabeng 
Christian School in Clarens. 

The school now has a mix of 115 black and white children and staff, which 
is rare, if not unique, in South Africa. From the moment we set foot on the 
school grounds, we are showered with hugs from every angle from children 
of all sizes and from the staff. Everyone in this school is committed to 
education. This is their past, present and future. 

Dihlabeng School lays its foundations both on and in prayer. Each day 
starts with prayer: in the staff room; in each classroom with the children; for 
each stage of the school’s build; and for everything that they have and will 
have to come. Their love of the Lord shines everywhere.

The same love of the Lord exudes from the People of Hope, a church-
based care team, providing daily care and prayer for their sick and 
vulnerable neighbours in the nearby townships. Their belief is that 
everything is God given and God driven.

Our visits are valued for the people we are and not just the material gifts 
and financial help that we bring. We represent the love and friendship of all 
of the Christ Church congregation and our non-Christian friends and family 
around our country. Each year, more people are drawn to come with us. Next 
year is no exception with two teachers from our own junior school joining 
the fun. The children and staff of our two schools have parted with some of 
their own possessions to be given to those in need in Clarens. Our Mothers’ 
Union has spent many hours knitting hats for Clarens and nativity figures for 
the infant school Bible club. This is the Holy Spirit in action, spurring others 
on to reach people wherever they may be.

We are just ordinary folk who are privileged to be the means of 
communication and love between Bristol and Clarens. Our visits are work- 
and fun-packed, but such a joy! 

For more information www.childrenofclarens.org

“We are just ordinary folk who are privileged 
to be the means of communication and love 

between Bristol and Clarens.” 

What does it mean to be a Christian? 
Is it just a matter of believing in God and doing your 

best? What if there were ways of describing what an 
authentic Christian life looks like, and things we could 
identify that could give us ways of answering the 
question: How am I doing as a disciple of Jesus?

 This is what we are going to try and tackle in a 
10 week sermon series starting in October. It will 
be provocative and practical. If you are ready to be challenged, and 
committed to supporting others in living God’s way where you are, 
come to Christ Church on Sundays, and listen again on-line to the 
sermons at www.christchurchdownend.com/audio

Jo Vickery



A warm welcome to... 
We are delighted that Paul Peterson has been appointed to 
the new post of Associate Minister at Christ Church. He is 
currently leading the ecumenical (Anglican/Methodist/URC) 
Church of Holy Trinity, Bradley Stoke where he has served for 
the past 8 years. Paul and Shelley along with their two boys, 
Andrew (9) and Jonathan (7) will be joining us in January.

The role of Associate Minister is a new one for us at Christ 
Church. We are used to having a curate – a person ordained 
but still in training. An Associate Minister will have completed 
their curacy and, in Paul’s case, gained further experience 
in full time parish ministry. This is a post fully funded by the 
Diocese of Bristol and does not have a fixed time scale, unlike 
a curate who has to move on after 3 or 4 years. 

So why an Associate Minister at Christ Church?
In many ways we are at a significant point in the life of 
this church. Over the years we have seen a deepening of 
people’s faith, the development of an open and welcoming 
all-age community and a growing concern to address issues 
of poverty, injustice and the environment. Our purpose 
statement of ‘building loving relationships’ is being lived out. 
We sense that we are now at a time when the Spirit is calling 
us to be focussed much more fully on the ‘Great Commission’ 
of making, marking and maturing people as disciples of Jesus 
Christ who will in turn become disciple-makers themselves. 
This, we believe, is a commission in which all ages are very 
much included. Our goal is for all the people who choose to 
belong to Christ Church to know how to live as confident 
Christ-followers wherever they are, whatever they are doing. 
We want to be a church where we find ways of practically 
supporting one another in living out God’s life of love. 

There is a great deal of enthusiasm and energy around 
now and so many are giving so much, but we are conscious 
that unless that energy is channelled in the right directions 
we could become a church that is just full of activity where 
people get quickly burned out and little of real significance 
is achieved. This is why we have been praying fervently 
that we might have a leader join the team with significant 
experience of and strong skills in managing people and 
putting in place the processes that will lead to lasting 
positive change. We believe God has provided in Paul such a 
person. (No pressure!!)

The primary purpose of his role is to work alongside the 
vicar and lay leaders in: ‘Developing and managing the 
church’s strategy for discipleship and evangelism. This will 
have a whole life focus, with an emphasis on encouraging 
and equipping people of every age to know how to live 
God’s way wherever they are.’

God’s way is the way of love, and I know that Paul, Shelley, 
Andrew and Jonathan are a family where God’s love is very 
much in evidence. It will be wonderful to welcome them to 
our parish in the New Year. 

Find heaven at Haven
Charlie Walker reports on Haven House and how it 
is being used as a prayer centre in our community

Haven House is about people and about their relationship 
with God. It is a place where individuals can meet the God who 
cares. The buildings and garden are beautiful, but the people who 
are reached by the work that goes on here are the reason for its 
purpose. It is a story of love. 

In 2003 a group from Christ Church and some other local 
churches were inspired by God’s vision for a place of prayer in 
the community. The property at 133 High Street, Staple Hill is part of the Christ 
Church Ecclesiastical Charity and in 2003 become known as ‘Haven House’. It is in 
a remarkably central position on Staple Hill High Street and with love and care the 
place was turned into a thing of beauty and tranquillity. Many have visited and 
been prayed with or contemplated God in its surroundings. Changes meant that 
Haven House closed to the public as a drop-in centre for a while as the charity 
entered a new chapter in its life as a house of prayer. 

Where is God’s vision for the place taking us now? Over the last 18 months, the 
trustees have put in place foundations for a safer and stronger future for Haven 
House; a future that is about putting God’s love into action. We have thought about 
what it means to be a house of prayer in 2009 to the Staple Hill community. We feel 
there is a need for a place where the community has access to support that is not 
already available, a place where people can speak to God in new and old ways. 

We have the house open for Celtic prayer on Mondays. Such traditional prayers 
are still relevant for our lives today. Alongside this, an art workshop starts in the 
Autumn, which will be looking at new ways of praying by drawing and painting. 
CAP (Christians Against Poverty), a debt counselling service, is based at Haven 
House and is currently open two days per week. In addition, a new CAP money 
management course started in July. Haven House is also the base for the recently-
appointed pastoral care worker at Christ Church, Helen Johnson. She works four 
mornings per week from her office on site. 

This is not all and we know that God wants so much more. We feel this is just 
a small start along the path God has in store. Love in action means reaching 
out to our community and answering its needs, reaching up to God for the love 
and direction to act and reaching into ourselves to be the person that makes a 
difference.

“Love in action means reaching out to our 
community and answering its needs, reaching up to 

God for the love and direction..”

Haven House:  The buildings and garden are beautiful



iinformation
Christ Church Downend (CC), Downend Rd &
Church Centre (QR), Quakers Rd, Bromley Heath
Parish Office, 57 North St, Bristol, BS16 5SG
t: 908 9867, e: office@christchurchdownend.com

Vicar: Revd Jonathan Vickery, t: 908 9868
e: vicar@christchurchdownend.com 
Children’s Worker: Tracie Jenkins, t: 956 5620
e: tracie@christchurchdownend.com 
Pastoral Care Worker: Helen Johnson,
t: 07906072021 
e: pastoralcare@christchurchdownend.com

services, etc 

Sunday services:
8am, Holy Communion (1662 Book of Common 
Prayer) CC, 1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays of the month.
9.15am, Holy Communion, QR 
10.30am, Morning Worship, CC
6.30pm, Evening Worship, CC

Service types vary at the 9.15am, 10.30am 
and 6.30pm services - please see website 
(www.christchurchdownend.com) or Pew Sheet 
for details.
Crèche and children’s groups are run at Christ Church 
during the 10.30am service.

Mid-week services:
Mon & Weds 9.15-9.45am, Morning Prayer, CC
Tuesday 7-7.30am, Morning Prayer, CC
Thursday 9.30am, Holy Communion, CC

From the Registers
Baptisms
7 June 2009, Megan Gillett, Rosie May Vickerman, 
Dexter Bryan, Harriett Howell
5 July 2009, Iona Clark
26 July 2009, Lenny Samuel Stephen Hunter, 
Charlie Michael Edward Warren, Charlie James Stokes, 
Hamish Scott Murray James, Toby James Collin, 
Isabella Ivy Collin, Ffion Isobel Williams, Freya Russ, 
Emelia Wildy, Elsie Wildy

Weddings
23 May, Brett James and Sarah Russell
30 May, Benjamin Newby and Janet Owen
11 July, Jonathan Watts and Rebecca Hurley

Funerals
22 May, Eileen Southgate
28 May, Colin Baker
23 July, Marjorie Diana Hobbs

At Christ Church our 
mission is to ‘build loving 

relationships’ 
up towards God (Spirituality), 

in towards each other 
(Community) &

out towards the world
 (Mission)

spirituality
community
mission

Giving some quality time to marriage
Sue and Aid Lewis talk about how the Christ Church Marriage 
Course can give your relationship an MOT

”Love and marriage, love and marriage, go together like a horse 
and carriage”.

Mmm, having driven a horse and carriage once I‘m not so sure! 
I felt completely out of control of this powerful animal, aware 
that I was sitting on a set of wheels, and trying to stay in the right 
direction. What’s more, I had an instructor beside me telling me 
stories about a horse taking off at speed across a long field. He also 
gave me tips and guidance about how to handle situations though 

and I eventually got down feeling quite relieved, pleased and satisfied with the end result.
We start loving relationships with excitement, trepidation, and a whole mixture of emotions. 

We value them, so we work at them. From personal experience though, there are times when 
it can feel like that horse and carriage are going in a certain direction, but we are not sure 
how to manage it or handle situations that arise. As Nicky and Sila Lee (originators of the 
Marriage Course) say: ‘Most couples come into marriage with big expectations. As they leave 
the wedding they cannot imagine ever not wanting to be together. The long-term reality is so 
different and potentially far better. For us to grow closer as a couple we must be pro-active. All 
too often we are only re-active.’

Aid and I found the marriage course about 3 years ago. It comes from Holy Trinity Brompton 
- the church where the Alpha Course started. At a time when family tension and divorce is all 
too common, it is a course designed to enrich relationships by giving couples tools to deal 
with issues that can arise throughout marriage. It is not marriage counselling but a time to 
come together as a couple focusing on each other. It helped us understand and value each 
other so much more even after 30 years of marriage.  

Every couple gets something different from the sessions:
”It helped us give our marriage an MOT”:  ”It has allowed us to discuss issues in a safe 

environment, including previously ‘difficult to go’ areas”: ”It has helped us become a couple 
again not just parents”: ”It has helped us to deal with some issues from the past”.

Aid and Sue Lewis facilitate the Marriage Course at Christ Church. For more details contact 
them direct, pick up a leaflet in the church foyer or contact the church office.

Being a Christian is like going on a 
journey
Helen Barnett tells us about what makes her tick 
and why being a Christian is so important to her 
and her family

I’m married with three small children. I’m very busy and I love it - 
sometimes. We have been moving house with the Navy every two years for the past 16 
years. Now my husband has left the forces to pursue work in the defence industry so we 
have settled in Bristol. We have lived in Emersons Green for over three years, this is the 
longest we have ever lived in one place, and the benefits are really beginning to show. 
Each family has different challenges. We really envy many of our friends who have family 
nearby. I often ask myself how I would manage without the support of our friends at 
Christ Church. I know of a number of people I could telephone in an emergency who 
would come running to help in a crisis.

It’s hard to put into words what belonging to Christ Church means to me. Being a 
Christian is a lot like going on a journey. Sometimes it’s tough, sometimes it’s great, but 
whatever the journey is like, there will be times when you feel like giving up. I go to 
church because I have decided that I know that being a Christian is right for me, but I 
know that it’s not always easy. I get encouragement from other Christians when I go to 
church, or I am able to encourage others who are struggling.

I also know that I want my children to understand who God is. They see me worshipping 
God and I hope they will find a faith in God for themselves, when they are older. For me, 
life without God would be meaningless. Taking small children to church does include an 
element of stress. I have had many opportunities to chase after a wandering toddler in 
the aisles but I am delighted to say that the congregation has been really welcoming and 
understanding when it comes to under fives at church and people rarely bat an eyelid!

My latest project within the church is at Haven House on Staple Hill High Street. It has a 
beautiful garden at the back and is a little paradise. My treat is gardening. I especially love 
watching things grow, from a seed to a plant which then flowers. I have started to do bits 
and pieces in Haven House garden to keep it looking lovely. My hope is that the garden 
is loved and experienced by lots of people. You cannot imagine the peace that can be 
found just moments from the busy shops and streets. For me, when I look at the beauty of 
creation it is only logical to praise the God who made it.



What’s on
Weekly stuff
Craft Group, first and third Monday 1.30pm, Parish Church
Fit ‘n’ Fab, every Tuesday 9.45-11.30 am, Parish Church reception area
Church Fellowship, every second Tuesday, 7.45pm, North Street Hall 
Open Church every Thursday, 10.30-noon, Parish Church
Traidcraft shop every Thursday 9-5pm  North Street Hall Annexe
Toddler Group, every Thursday (term-time only), 1.30 pm, North Street Hall 

September
2 September, Mothers’ Union Projects in Uganda, 2.15pm, North Street Hall
12 September, Christ Church 80s Disco, 7.30pm, North Street Hall
16 September, The Alpha Course, introductory supper, 7.30pm, 133 High Street, Staple 
Hill, Bristol BS16 5HQ. For more information www.christchurchdownend.com/alpha
20 September, Environment Sunday. See article for details
25 September, JIGSAW, 9.45-11am, Parish Church

October
2 October, Children’s Games Night, 5-7pm, North Street Hall
4 October, Harvest Thanksgiving, 10.30am, Parish Church
7 October, Mothers’ Union, 2.15pm, North Street Hall
20 October, Mothers’ Union, Quarterly Prayer, 2.15pm, Parish Church
23 October, JIGSAW, 9.45-11am, Parish Church
31 October, Light Party, 5-7pm, North Street Hall

November
8 November, Remembrance Sunday, 10.30am, Parish Church
27 November, JIGSAW, 9.45-11am, Parish Church
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The Lee Abbey weekend away
In June, over 100 people from the church went away 
to Lee Abbey on the Devon coast together. 
Sue James shares some of the highlights

The theme for the weekend was “A time such as this”. This was an encouragement to 
live in the present and take all the opportunities God gives. Our speakers were Barry 
and Mary Kissell. Barry’s honest, direct and humorous approach helped and allowed the 
congregation to explore and go deeper into faith.

Lee Abbey itself and its surrounding grounds are beautiful and finding an unpleasant 
view would be a challenge indeed. Talks were interspersed with walks through the 
woods, culminating in a bonfire on the beach. There were workshops and activities like 
“Praying with clay” and the children were involved in their own groups making crosses 
and prayer planes.

We were looked after by the residential Christian community, who catered superbly for 
over 100 parishioners. In the evening the community entertained us with a wellie dad 
version of Riverdance, drama, music and a quiz!

That’s what is great about Lee Abbey. It lends itself perfectly to the varying 
requirements of age and spiritual development. No pressure is exerted to join in. Instead 
there is an infectious sense of encouragement and belonging.

As Pete Tiltman said to me, it was an “ing weekend” - one of relaxing, exploring, 
awakening, strengthening and, for the very brave, swimming in the sea!

May this remind those who went and encourage others to follow.

“...an “ing weekend” - one of relaxing, 
exploring, awakening, strengthening...”




