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The Spring edition of Parish Link has
FAITH as its focus. What does it look like
in the lives of young and old; how does it
affect the way life is lived outside church
on Sunday; what about science and
religion?

Faith, hope and love are, according to
the Bible, the three things that remain
when everything else is falling apart.

(1 Corinthians 13; 13). The summer and
autumn editions will develop these
themes. Your stories and insights are
always welcome.

Words of Wisdom

Faith, as described in the Bible, is something
God has in us before we have it in God. God
is faithful; full of faith. God has put his trust
in humanity to look after the world, and care
for one another and he continues to trust us
to fulfil that purpose despite our repeated
failures. Forgiveness is a revelation of God's
promise to remain faithful.

So the question is not primarily ‘Do | believe
in God'? Rather, ‘Does God believe in me"?

Itis only by taking a very close look at the
life and teaching of Jesus that this question
can honestly be addressed. What does the
calling of his disciples say to us about God's
willingness to give ordinary people a chance,
and a second, third or three hundredth
chance? What does his friendship with the
forgotten of society say about his faith in
them as people who are loved by God and
therefore infinitely lovable? What does the
image of Jesus in the servant’s place, taking
the towel and breaking the bread say to

us about his longing to communicate his
commitment towards his world?

The cross says it all.

One who believed that God believed in him
wrote this:

“The life | now live | live by faith in the Son
of God, who loved me and gave himself up
for me! (Galatians 2; 20)

Having faith as a Christian is really about
living with the inner belief that | am loved
by Jesus, and that God can be trusted to
remain faithful no matter what.

The website: www.rejesus.co.uk has a
wealth of ways to explore Christian faith.

Jo Vickery

Being a Christian makes me who lam

We are only here each day by the grace of God and should

savour every moment, write Dan and Hannah Low

We moved to Bristol over six years ago. At that time it was a leap of faith. It
involved selling up in Nottingham and moving to an area where we didn’t know
anybody for a six month job.

Finding a new church was a priority and Christ Church found us on our second
Sunday in Bristol. It was obvious to both of us that here was our new church home
and family. Within a few months we were involved in the Alpha course. This led to us
setting up a home group which is still going strong. Those same people are now our
closest friends and supported us through the arrival of two more babies and a year
abroad in Seattle.

Reflecting back on the last six years, God has really looked after us. Coming
to church on a Sunday is more than just a two-hour, weekly event. It's given us
friendship and support in both our professional lives as doctors and our family life
with three young children. And just as we have received from the church, there have
been opportunities created for us to serve too. We've grown from being involved
with the worship group, audio-visual team and leading our home group.

“It's amazing to watch the children grow
in their own understanding of God and
the world we live in.”

“I wouldn't be able to balance working as a GP and busy mum to three without
the love and friendship found in Christ Church,” says Hannah. “Being a Christian
makes me who | am. It enables me to keep perspective through a challenging day at
work and still come home with enough to give to my family and friends.”

Dan adds:“I feel that God has put me in specific places to serve his purpose. |
currently work on paediatric intensive care and have had the privilege to walk
alongside children and their families going through the most difficult times
imaginable. | am reminded constantly how precious life is. We are only here each
day by the grace of God and we should savour every moment.”

Church life has a big impact on our children too, Oliver (8), Timothy (5) and Naomi
(6 months). It's amazing to watch the children grow in their own understanding
of God and the world we live in. It's our hope they develop their own faith in time.
The children’s work at Christ Church certainly sets them on the right path. We love
seeing them learning and making friends.




A journey takes twists
and turns

Being involved and getting to know ‘
people is important; together we can
walk and witness because our God is 8

a faithful God, writes Joyce Bevan

When | was 12 years old | took a step of faith. | said to Jesus
“l promise to serve you to the end”. In response He promised
to defend me on my journey with His special grace to enable
me to daily increase in His Holy Spirit.

So the special journey began. Now that | am so much older
and have joined the ‘white-haired brigade; | can look back
over the years and see how Jesus has been faithful in His
promise, even when | have floundered about and sometimes
wandered off course.

The journey has taken many twists and turns. Christian
friends encouraged me into a teaching career. Equipped with
that skill | was conscious that Jesus was asking me to go to a
missionary setting in the Far East where | was able to share
my faith with so many people and to learn to completely rely
on Jesus for my protection and guidance.

Later, | became a wife and mother and thirty six years ago
we came to Downend where my journey of faith turned
another corner. Now it was time for me to journey with the
community of Christ Church. | have tried to keep that promise
to serve Jesus by being available.

‘..all ministry has to be God centred
and God led, or else it is useless!

Because | live in the Bromley Heath area much of my
activity has centred round the Church Centre in Quakers
Road, which is an outreach point for Christ Church. Sunday
by Sunday we meet together to join in worship and to be
renewed for the days ahead.

I'm involved in leading a small home group where | give
and receive the support of other Christians. Together we try
to learn more of Jesus and of His love for us. Ten years ago |
was privileged to become a licensed lay minister, someone
with the Bishop's permission to preach and lead public
worship. That has required a lot of ‘daily increasing in the Holy
Spirit’ because all ministry has to be God centred and God
led, or else it is useless. | try to keep rooted in prayer, setting
time aside each day to simply enjoy God’s company, and to
give Jesus space to speak to me and space for me to listen. |
also need to be learning from the scriptures and from other
people’s experiences of their relationship with Jesus so | set
aside time for learning through reading.

Getting to know folk is important so that we can share in
their joys and their sorrow. | try to visit in Christ’s name and |
help with the team of people who visit after a bereavement.
It is special because it is in that one-to-one situation that
people are more able to open up and share their own faith
journey.

Journeying is not always in the sunshine and light.
Sometimes, like many other people, | lose sight of the
promise Jesus made. | go through periods of doubts and
uncertainty, times when | wonder if | am on the right track,
and what's the point anyway! There are dry times and as
the events of our very unsettled world crowd in it’s all too
easy to turn aside and go the way of the world. But Jesus
has promised to defend, to guide and to equip me and | like
to think there is still some journeying to do. Our Christian
community here in Downend will walk and witness together
because God is a faithful God.

Celebrate Pentecost in
new ways

Jo Vickery reveals the way in which we will
mark Pentecost, the ‘birthday’ of the

Christian church

The Day of Pentecost was, for the first disciples, an
unforgettable experience — mighty rushing wind,
flames of fire, speaking in unknown languages and
3,000 people putting their faith in Jesus. The only
explanation was that God had sent his Holy Spirit, just as he had
promised. It gave them a new confidence in God because they not
only believed in him but had now also experienced his transforming
power for themselves. As a result of their changed lives, bold
preaching and many miracles, people became followers of Jesus by
the thousand. The ‘Christian Church) as it became known, was born.

‘..changed lives, bold preaching and
many miracles, people became followers of
Jesus by the thousand!

The Church of today will be celebrating Pentecost on 31 May. At
Christ Church we will not only have our special services that Sunday,
but we will be setting up multi-sensory ‘stations’ around the church
which will enable people of all ages to engage with and experience
something of the story recorded in the second chapter of Acts in the
Bible.

The parish church will be set out in the same style as Experience
Easter and Experience Harvest. As with these events we shall be
inviting schools to come and participate in Experience Pentecost
in the week beginning 1 June, but the church will be open all day
on Sunday 31 May for everyone to come and take time to sense the
Spirit’s life and healing love.

Acts of worship will take place at 8am, 10.30am and 6.30pm in the
parish church. All, of course, are very welcome at any time.




Faith in evolution

Howard Falcon-Lang talks about how his faith is rooted
in on a day-to-day relationship with God

It won't have escaped your attention that 2009 is

the bicentenary of Charles Darwin’s birth. Amongst
the many documentaries that have celebrated this
anniversary, | was particularly struck by Melvyn Bragg’s
series on Radio 4. In his introduction, Bragg referred to
Darwin’s theory of evolution as the most compelling
piece of evidence in “the case against God". The idea
that evolution has disproved the existence of God is
often repeated but rarely questioned in our society.
However, it overlooks one remarkable fact...

Many scientists who work at the cutting edge of
evolutionary science are passionate believers in the God of Jesus. My own
work at the University of London involves searching for fossils that improve
understanding of how life has evolved through the 4.5 billion years of history.
For me, and many others, evolution is the way in which God brings about
creation. Far from disproving God, evolution shows us just how incredible He is:
bigger than the universe, more ancient than time, infinitely patient, and eager
that every creature, no matter how small, plays a role in his great plan.

When my students or fellow scientists learn of my Christian faith they are
usually surprised but always intrigued. In one such encounter a few years ago,
Brian Gardiner — the guy who discovered the ozone hole - asked me a tough
question: “What kind of evidence would convince you that your belief in God
was wrong?”What | said to Brian is that, first of all, evidence for Christian belief
is very strong; scripture, archaeology, the lives of believers all point to the reality
of Jesus Christ. However, whilst this kind of evidence is important, it's not where
my faith is rooted. Instead it's based on a day-to-day relationship with God
—and it is because that relationship makes such complete sense of my life that |
commit myself to Him.

When we think of mission, we usually think of a battle for people’s lives.
However, there is a different kind of mission, “the battle for ideas”. Melvyn Bragg
is probably right that an incorrect understanding of evolution has caused lots
of people to dismiss God. That’s why it's important to win back such ideas for
Christianity. It's no accident that Professor Simon Conway-Morris, a leading
palaeontologist and passionate Christian, called his recent book on evolution,
Crucible of Creation - and | am constantly inspired by other Christian colleagues
who are working so creatively to “win” science for God.

Faith in young people
Young people in the church reveal what faith means to

them and how it affects their lives

We asked some of the members of the Faith and Quest youth groups what
faith means to them. Here are some of their thoughts:

“It's about believing in God even though we can’t see Him and trusting what
He says is true and that He will do what He promised to do.”

“Faith is a stage of being right with God, trusting God and loving God. Faith is
a way of loving God and letting God love you.”

“Faith is belief or trust in something you can’t prove.”

“It's a belief so firm that you know it

“Faith is a life choice that may only take up a small amount of time but affects
the way we spend the rest of our time. People’s faith may be abused by others
to lead to extremism centred around belief in a God.”

We also asked them how faith affects their lives and here are some of their
responses:

“It affects the way that | talk to people and increases how | tolerate them.”

“We live our lives in a way that we think will please God”

“Faith allows me to be forgiven and to see God in everything | do and give
praise because of it. You could associate the aircraft crash in the River Hudson
as luck and the skill of the crew. However | see it as a miracle and the love of
God being shown to his people.”

“Faith leads me to question things.”

“Faith gives more depth to things that happen.”

Trusting in God'’s

plans
Matt Pitts shares why faith in God is

the most important thing in his life

Faith is the most important thing
in my life by far. Truly believing in
God means that | always see good
in things, not just big things but in
every part of my life. | know that God
has a great plan for my life and only
he knows what that plan is. | know that when |
pray and ask him for things he will always answer
in his own way what is best for my life.

Prayer is one of the most important things in
my life. | pray every day. It's not set prayer or at a
set time but, for example, when | was driving to
college | would thank him for each green light |
passed.

| know what God can do for people because
| know what he has done for me in my life. He
got me through school when | was bullied every
day for 10 years. This, | know, prepared me for my
mum’s battle with cancer.

My mum was diagnosed with a tumour in 2001
and in 2005 it turned cancerous. She had three op-
erations, radiotherapy and chemotherapy. In 2001,
after chemotherapy she had an allergic reaction to
the drugs and the type of reaction she had has a
mortality rate of 50%. She got through that.

Later, while in hospital, she lost five pints of
blood over a few hours. She started to get better
then she took a turn for the worse. She had quite a
few fits and she became comatose. Everyone but
me had given up hope of her getting through. The
doctors took out her drip and the whole family
went home after being there for over 30 hours.
The next morning she was asking for porridge!
Three days later, after four months in hospital, she
came home, which was a miracle and was only
possible because she had been given a lower dose
of morphine. After six weeks at home she died but
not before she had been made a godmother and
managed to get to church twice.

Over this time my faith grew in strength many
times over. My faith is so strong now that | feel that
| can do anything. | have the faith to talk about
my life to anyone and ability to chat to complete
strangers. | hope that this article brings you a bit
more faith too.

Faith @ Quakers Road is a youth group for 11+
and meets every Thursday evening, 7.30-9.00pm
in term time in the Church Centre, Quakers
Road, Bromley Heath

Faith also meets on Sundays during the 10.30
am service on the 2nd and 4th

Sundays of each month at Christ Church Infants
School, Downend. This group is particularly
suited to young people in school years 7-9.

For older teenagers, the Quest group meets at
10.15am in Haven House, Staple Hill High Street
on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month.

For more information about these groups please
contact the Parish Office t: 908 9867



@ spirituality
community
mission

At Christ Church our
mission is to ‘build loving
relationships’
up towards God (Spirituality),
in fowards each other
(Community) &

out fowards the world
(Mission)
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Christ Church Downend (CC), Downend Rd &
Church Centre (QR), Quakers Rd, Bromley Heath

Parish Office, 57 North St, Bristol, BS16 55G
t: 908 9867, e: office@christchurchdownend.com

Vicar: Revd Jonathan Vickery, t: 908 9868
e: vicar@christchurchdownend.com

Curate: Revd Penny Nash, t: 956 8859
e: curate@christchurchdownend.com

Children’s Worker: Tracie Jenkins, t: 956 5620
e: tracie@christchurchdownend.com

services, etc

Sunday services:

8am, Holy Communion (1662), CC
9.15am, Holy Communion, QR
10.30am, Morning Worship, CC
6.30pm, Evening Worship, CC

Service types vary at the 9.15am, 10.30am and 6.30pm
services - please see website (www.christchurch
downend.com) or Pew Sheet for details.

Créche and children’s groups are run at Christ Church
during the 10.30am service.

Mid-week services:

Mon & Weds 9.15-9.45am, Morning Prayer, CC
Tuesday 7-7.30am, Morning Prayer, CC
Thursday 9.30am, Holy Communion, CC

From the Registers

Baptisms

2 November 2008: Isabelle Holly Archer,

Jasmine Ruby Ivey, Lilli Anne Grace Sargent,

Amy Louise Kelly

18 January 2009 : Ruby May Albon-Crouch

1 February 2009: Max Peter Evans, Callum Justin
Macey, Hadley Lewis Williams, Abigail Alice O’Inn,
Erin Grace Cronin

Dedications

1 March: Charis Marie Jenkins

Weddings

6 December 2008: Benjamin John Mills &
Emily Louise Hand

27 December 2008: Derek Clark &

Laura Katherine Dickie

Funerals

25 November 2008: Phyllis Hodges

3 December 2008: Stanley Pick

4 December 2008: John Thompson

15 January 2009: Allen Bishop

22 January 2009: Adrian Forty

24 February 2009: Marlene Smith

27 February 2009: William (Bill) Smith

27 February 2009: William Garfield Smith

Christ Church has strengthened
and deepened my faith

Belonging to a mid-week home group has given a focus and

uplift to the middle of the week, writes Liz Parsons

My journey of faith has not always been an easy one. There have been times of
doubt and times of uncertainty when my faith in God has been sorely tested. Now, as
both a parent and a teacher, my faith has become a central part of my life. Knowing
God is always with me, guiding me and giving me strength and courage, enables me
to cope with the pressures of balancing family life with the demands of a teaching
career. God has reached out and touched my life in many ways but it is through Christ
Church and particularly our home group that | feel closest to Him.

Coming to Christ Church has strengthened and deepened my faith. Mike and | have
made new friends, and have both been inspired by the devotion and commitment
of so many people we have met. But most importantly, church on Sunday and home
group on Wednesday have helped us focus on the Word of God and how His constant
presence helps us cope with everyday life.

\..other people face similar problems
and share similar perplexities...

Our home group in particular has given a real focus and uplift to the middle of
the week. We can share confidences and difficulties. We can pray for each other
and explore spiritual insights into passages of scripture. It is sometimes just nice to
know that other people face similar problems and share similar perplexities but can
still remain committed to their faith. In spite of our differences, we all have a similar
outlook on life - how we all can become better Christians.

On Thursdays, after our Wednesday home group meeting | always feel a sense
of renewal; inspired to try to do better in my Christian life. This might be trying a
new approach to prayer or thinking of something | could do to show God’s love to
somebody else both in school and out.

Being members of Christ Church has both strengthened and deepened our faith.
Whether it be in church on Sunday or the more intimate surrounding of the home
group, | know we are part of a community that every week brings us closer to God.

Home from Home

The Dobson family have recently moved to Bristol from Kent.
Anita Dobson shares her thoughts on their first few weeks at
Christ Church

We have recently moved to Bristol from Kent and are settling
in to a new home, new job and new school. Chris has taken
a break from being a vicar to work for the Diocese of Bristol
on its links with Uganda. | am trained as a history teacher but
currently I'm looking after Susie (10) and Jonathan (8). We
joined Christ Church in the autumn.

| became a Christian when | was a teenager, and since then
I've loved feeling part of a church family. Some of my friends
think it’s like belonging to a club, that it’s what | happen to do
on a Sunday. | suppose it is a bit like a club because I like that
sense of belonging. But it's a lot more than that. The other people at church are my
brothers and sisters. | need them to help me learn about God. | can see God at work
in them. It makes God real. He can’t actually put a hand around my shoulder when |
am feeling down, but he can prompt one of my friends to. | might believe that God
wants me to love those around me but if | can show his love in practical ways then it
brings it alive. | like the fact that once you get to know a church family you learn and
grow together. You share the joys and the sorrows of life together. You need each
other, so you can't just walk away when things are tough. During the week | have their
encouragement to keep going.

| hope we will learn to feel fully at home as we get to know people at Christ Church
better. In fact, because it's hard to chat much on a Sunday in the big crowds | am
joining a home group where hopefully I'll get to know a smaller group a lot better.

Our children have grown up feeling “at home” at church: accepted and loved as they
are. They have shouted, kicked and squabbled there; learnt and made friendships and
brought joy there; grown in confidence and faith there: in fact, generally treated it like
home! | think God would like us to treat church like home too.




What's on )

March

First and Third Monday, Craft Group, 1.30pm, Parish Church

Every Tuesday, Fit and Fabulous, 9.30-11.30am, Parish Church reception area
Every second Tuesday of the month, Church Fellowship, 7.45pm, North St. Hall
Every Wednesday and Thursday, Church Open for Coffee, 10am-12noon,
Parish Church reception area

Every Thursday, Traidcraft shop, 9am-5pm, North St. Hall Annexe

Every Thursday (term time only), Toddler Group, 1.30pm, North Street Hall
4,11,18 & 25 March, Mothers’ Union - Lent Service, 2.15pm, Parish Church

27 March, JIGSAW, 9.45 am, Parish Church

30 March, Christ Church Juniors Easter Service, Parish Church

31 March, Christ Church Infants Easter Service, Parish Church

April

First and Third Monday, Craft Group, 1.30pm, Parish Church

Every Tuesday, Fit and Fabulous, 9.30-11.30am, Parish Church reception area

Every second Tuesday of the month, Church Fellowship, 7.45pm, North St. Hall

Every Wednesday and Thursday, Church Open for Coffee, 10am-12noon, Church reception area
Every Thursday, Traidcraft shop, 9am-5pm, North St. Hall Annexe

Every Thursday (term time only), Toddler Group, 1.30pm, North Street Hall

1 April, Mothers’ Union - Lent Service, 2.15 pm, Parish Church

6-8 April, Follow the Feet - Easter Holiday Club, North St Hall. Places are limited so book a
place early. Contact Tracie Jenkins t: 956 5620, e: tracie@christchurchdownend.com

21 April, Mothers’ Union - Quarterly Prayer, Parish Church

24 April, JIGSAW, 9.45-11am, Parish Church

26 April, 10.30am combined service (no 9.15am, QR) followed by the Annual Parochial
Church Meeting, Parish Church

First and Third Monday, Craft Group, 1.30pm, Parish Church

Every Tuesday, Fit and Fabulous, 9.30-11.30am, Parish Church reception area

Every second Tuesday of the month, Church Fellowship, 7.45pm, North St. Hall

Every Thursday, Traidcraft shop, 9am-5pm, North St. Hall Annexe

Every Wednesday and Thursday, Church Open for Coffee, 10am-12noon, Church reception area
Every Thursday, Toddler Group (term time only), 1.30pm, North Street Hall

19 May, Mothers’ Union Deanery Service — 6.30 pm Parish Church

22 May, JIGSAW, 9.45-11am, Parish Church

From pilot light to roaring flame

Church verger Andy McNeill’s faith grew through personal tragedies

The Office of Verger is an ancient one and means ‘He who carries the I
Verge before the procession’ The ‘Verge'is the rod of office (Latin - Virga; Old =
French-Vergier), and was used to ensure that the many processions were not
impeded during worship. This was an important duty in the Middle Ages and
although modern vergers no longer dig graves or have to deal with unruly
folk and animals (in the Middle Ages animals were kept in churches) these
were all part of their duties. However, the verger’s duties have developed over
the centuries, and now combine tasks which were often carried out by other individuals.

Today, vergers continue to have an important ceremonial role, but they also have behind-

the-scenes management responsibilities. This is especially at weddings and funerals, in the
care of people and a variety of other duties.

‘Nothing gives me greater pleasure than spreading
Jesus’word amongst the people “outside” church!

Vergers are committed Christians dedicated to serving Our Lord Jesus Christ and his

Church. Their work brings them into contact with a whole spectrum of people who visit our

churches and cathedrals, and they must be sensitive to the widely varying needs of these
visitors. And this is now my privileged role in our church.

I was born at Wendover, Downend, attended Sunday school and belonged to the
Downend Church Lads Brigade. At the age of eighteen through God’s calling and my faith |
was confirmed at our church. However in my young adulthood God’s flame in me became
more of a pilot light - hmmm, was it discovering girls?

I lost both my parents, my daughter aged twenty was killed, and my wife left me for a
man | had taken under my wing. Instead of destroying my faith and putting the pilot light
out, though, these personal tragedies rekindled it into a roaring flame. This has sparked
my evangelistic leanings. Nothing gives me greater pleasure than spreading Jesus’word

amongst the people “outside” church. This can sometimes be challenging but knowing Jesus

lives in me gives me the courage to speak and take the flak. Throughout my working life |
have always had an ear and time for anyone with a problem and this continues to be a part
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Meet the Parish Link Team
Introducing the volunteers who work away
behind the scenes in order to bring you the
parish link from Christ Church. We are always
looking for new people to join us and give input
so if you feel that you can contribute with ideas,
by writing an article or just want to get involved
then contact the Parish Office (details in the
information section).
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of my ministry and with Christ as my guide and rock, | humbly serve.






