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The  Nicene Creed 

1. We believe in one God, 
2.  the Father, the almighty, 

3. maker of heaven and earth, 

4. of all that is, 

5.  seen and unseen.  

6. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

7.  the only Son of God, 

8.  eternally begotten of the Father, 

9.  God from God, Light from Light, 

10.  true God from true God, 

11. begotten, not made, 

12.  of one being with the Father. 

13.  Through him all things were made. 

14. For us and for our salvation 

15. he came down from heaven; 

16. by the power of the Holy Spirit 

17. he became incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 

18. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

19.  he suffered death and was buried.  

20. On the third day he rose again 

21.  in accordance with the scriptures; 

22.  he ascended into heaven 

23. and is seated at the right hand of the father. 

24. He will come again in glory 

25. to judge the living and the dead, 

26. and his kingdom will have no end. 

27. We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

28. the Lord, the giver of life, 

29. who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

30. With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. 

31.  He has spoken through the Prophets.  

 

32. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

33. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

34.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

35. and the life of the world to come. Amen 
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We Believe: Suggested 8 Part Series 

A couple of introductory notes: 

Firstly, I think it important to emphasise at the beginning that Christianity is not a set of doctrines; 

believing these doctrines does not make you a Christian neither should anyone who has difficulty 

understanding or believing any of these doctrines think that they are therefore not a Christian. A Christian 

is a disciple of Christ. They are one who owns Jesus as Lord and seeks to learn of him and follow him. This is 

far more demanding than giving one's assent to a set of doctrines. 

Nevertheless, Christian doctrine is important in that it expresses the foundation of our faith and, in 

particular, seeks to make clear who this Jesus is whom we name as Lord and whom we follow. 

Furthermore, the Nicene Creed focusses on the things which all Christians (Roman Catholic, Orthodox, 

Protestant, Anglican, Non-conformist, Evangelical etc.), hold to be foundational to the Christian faith. It is 

therefore an expression of Christian unity. 

Secondly, the suggested list of topics that follow need each to be treated not as a doctrinal theme but as 

an expression of faith that leads to wonder, worship and obedience. Nor should each theme be treated in 

isolation from all the rest but should be viewed as several pictures of, or windows into, a single revelation 

of God and his purposes.  

Peter Misselbrook, Summer 2025 

The series is divided into 8 sessions, with suggested questions for life groups to use. There is also an 

optional 9th session to help you pin down what you’ve learnt and how it is impacting your lives. 

We have indicated with part of the Creed each session focuses on. (The lines of the Creed have been 

numbered to aid this.) There is some overlap. Why not begin each session by reading through the whole 

Creed to set the scene. We have also given the references to the relevant chapters of the devotional book 

“We Believe” which is available to buy at church @ £3.50 per copy. 

Practical notes: 

If you would like some flip chart paper to help with some of the sessions, or copies of the Nicene Creed and 

these notes printed out for your group, please get in touch with Anita. 

 

1. 21 Sep We believe God is the Creator and Sustainer of all things 

2. 28 Sep We believe that there is one God in three persons 

3. 12 Oct We believe Jesus is God incarnate 

4. 26 Oct We believe Jesus died to reconcile the world to God 

5. 9 Nov We believe Jesus rose from the dead and reigns as Lord over all 

6. 16 Nov We believe the Holy Spirit is the author of life 

7. 23 Nov We believe the church is the body of Christ, the people of God 
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8. 30 Nov We believe Jesus Christ will return to restore all creation 

9. Optional 9th session to reflect and review. 

 

1. 21 Sep We believe God is the creator and sustainer of all things 

Start the session by reading the Nicene Creed together. 

Scripture reading: Psalm 104:1-31 

All things come from God who is the creator and sustainer of all things (Genesis 1:1-2:3; Isaiah 40:25-

26). There was no necessity for God to create anything. Creation therefore is an act of love. God's heart 

is for all that he has made. The whole of creation reflects the power and glory of God, if only we have 

eyes to see it (Psalm 19:1-6; Romans 1:20). 

Loved with everlasting love, 

Led by grace that love to know; 

Spirit, breathing from above, 

Thou hast taught me it is so… 

Heaven above is softer blue, 

Earth around is sweeter green; 

Something lives in every hue 

Christless eyes have never seen: 

Birds with gladder songs o’erflow, 

Flow’rs with deeper beauties shine, 

Since I know, as now I know, 

I am His, and He is mine. 

All things are dependent upon him (Psalm 104) – including the very breath we breathe (Daniel 5:23-24). 

Implications: 

• The universe and our world and everything in it are God's creation; it demands our respect 

rather than our abuse 

• God's greatness and goodness displayed in creation demands our thanksgiving and worship 

(Psalm 148; Revelation 4) 

• Our dependence upon him as creatures of a sovereign Creator calls for confident trust in him 

Peter Misselbrook 

 

Creed statements:       Chapters of “We Believe:” 1-4 

1. We believe in one God, 
2.  the Father, the almighty, 

3. maker of heaven and earth, 

4. of all that is, 

5.  seen and unseen.  
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Questions: 

Read through Psalm 104:1-31 together. 

 

1. What strikes you most about the wonder of creation, and how does it help you connect with God? 

Spend some time dwelling on any images from Psalm 104 that you find especially evocative. 

2. How do you reconcile the scientific study and understanding of the world with the understanding 

that God is creator and sustainer of all things? 

3. Why do you think God created the world as it is? 

4. In Genesis 2:15 we learn that God put humankind in charge of tilling and taking care of the land. In 

Genesis 1:28 God commands humans to rule over the living creatures, a command that today is 

interpreted to mean stewardship rather than exploitation. What do you think that means for 

Christians in the 21st century?  

5. In the light of God inviting us to play a part in stewarding the created world with him, how could 

you respond: today – this week- this season? 

 

 

 

 

2. 28 Sep We believe that there is one God in three persons 

Suggested Scripture reading: John 14:1-21 

We need to devote one session to the subject of the Trinity despite (or perhaps, because of) the 

difficulty of the doctrine since it was foundational to the formation of the Nicene Creed and is 

foundational to orthodox (with lower case 'o') Christian faith. This is perhaps the most difficult of these 

eight topics. 

We should not expect to be able to fully understand the doctrine of the trinity; God's nature is beyond 

our comprehension, if it were not so, he would not be God. Nevertheless, we should understand what 

this doctrine means and why we hold to it. 

The bones of Christian doctrine (Biblical teaching) on this point can be expressed with the help of the 

following diagram which was a favourite of mediaeval theologians: 
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It is expressed in the following 7 statements of our faith (for each of which I supply example texts): 

1. There is only one God (e.g. Isaiah 44:6-7; 1 Corinthians 8:4-6) 

2. God the Father is God (e.g. Matthew 6:9; John 20:17) 

3. The Lord Jesus is God – very important to make this clear 

o Direct affirmations such as John 1:1-2; 20:28; Acts 20:28; Romans 9:5; Titus 2:13 

o Jesus is referred to as Lord (Yahweh), e.g. Romans 10:13; Ephesians 4:8 

o Jesus speaks of himself using the 'I Am' language of Yahweh (John 6:35; 8:58); He 

forgave sins (Luke 5:20-26) 

o He receives our worship (Romans 9:5; 2 Timothy 4:18; Revelation 5) 

o He is described as Creator (John 1:1,3, Colossians 1:16), Saviour (Matthew 1:21) and will 

be the judge of all the earth (Matthew 25:31-46; Acts 17:31) 

4. Jesus is not the same 'person' as God the Father – he speaks of his relationship with the Father: 

he obeys the Father (John 15:10); he prays to the Father (John 17:1); he is going to the Father 

(John 20:17) etc. 

5. The Holy Spirit is a person (not an impersonal force):  

o Jesus speaks of him as another Counsellor (John 14-16) 

o He is spoken of as acting in ways in which only a person can act: In John 14-16 the Holy 

Spirit is spoken of as dwelling within or living with believers, teaching them, bringing 

things to their remembrance, testifying of Christ, convicting men of sin, guiding 

believers, hearing what God says, speaking to believers, showing them Christ and 

glorifying Christ. He has the attributes of a person. 

o The Holy Spirit is not an 'it' but a 'he'  
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6. The Holy Spirit is God (Compare Acts 5:3 and 4)  

7. The Holy Spirit is not the same 'person' as God the Father or God the Son (John 14:16) 

Implications 

• God exists in community and this is a community of love which existed from all eternity 

• God, both in creation and through redemption embraces us within the community of his love 

(John 15:9-17) 

• The three persons of the Trinity worked (and work) together for our salvation (Ephesians 1:3-

14; 1 Peter 1:2) – we are baptised in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit (Matthew 

28:19), and enjoy daily the blessings that stream to us from this Triune God (2 Corinthians 

13:14) 

We show that we know this Triune God when we love him, love one another and love all that he 

has made with a love that reflects his love for us  

Peter Misselbrook 

 

Creed statements:       Chapters of “We Believe:” 2,5,6,7 

6. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  27. We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

7.  the only Son of God,    28. the Lord, the giver of life, 

8.  eternally begotten of the Father,  29. who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

9.  God from God, Light from Light,  30. With the Father and the Son he is worshipped 

10.  true God from true God,    and glorified. 

11. begotten, not made, 

12.  of one being with the Father. 

 

 

Questions: 

Read through John 14:1-21 together. You could get different people to read different parts: 

narrator, Thomas, Philip, Jesus. 

1. Philip says, “Show us the Father” and Jesus replies, “Don’t you know me?...Anyone who has 

seen me has seen the father.” v 8-9 What do you think Jesus meant by this? Have a go at 

describing the relationship between the Father and the Son.  

2. In verse 17 Jesus says that the Spirit is “with you” and “in you.” How do you respond to the fact 

that God is not just “out there” as someone to believe in but also “in here” to experience? 

3. No one can fully understand the mystery of the Trinity, but how could verse 15-16 or verse 23 

help you to live out your faith in the light of the Trinity? 

4. Which person of the Trinity, Father, Son and Spirit, do you feel is most represented in our life as 

Christ Church? Which least? (You might consider what we sing about, what we learn about, how 

we pray and how we act.) 

5. God as Trinity expresses that God is a community of love. How can we reflect that loving 

community in our church and in the places where we live and work? 
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3. 12 Oct We believe Jesus is God incarnate 

Suggested Scripture reading: John 1:1-14 

The Old Testament expresses a longing for God to come down to save his people (see for instance 

(Psalm 144:5-8; Isaiah 64:1-3; and cf. Psalm 10:1. See also Psalm 96:13 and Psalm 98:4-9 – though the 

prospect of God's coming is not always a comfortable one Malachi 3:1-4) 

In the person of the Lord Jesus, God has come to save his people (Matthew 1:21), and to put the world 

to rights. Jesus is Immanuel, God with us (Matthew 1:23, see also John 1:14). He has fully identified 

with us (Hebrews 2:11, 14). He is the perfect mediator between God and human beings (1 Timothy 2:5; 

Hebrews 7:24-26). 

His virgin conception means he is God incarnate: fully God and yet fully human. He was fully like us 

(Hebrews 2:17) except that he was never disobedient to his heavenly Father (Hebrews 4:15). 

He is the definitive revelation of God – God is Jesus-shaped (Hebrews 1:3; John 14:9). 

He shows us the life we were created to live – he is the second or last Adam (Romans 5:12-21). He calls 

us to follow him; to learn of him and become like him (Romans 8:29; 1 John 3:1-3) that the image of 

God for which we were created may be restored in us. 

Peter Misselbrook 

 

Creed statements:       Chapters of “We Believe:” 5,6,7,8 

6. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

7.  the only Son of God, 

8.  eternally begotten of the Father, 

9.  God from God, Light from Light, 

10.  true God from true God, 

11. begotten, not made, 

12.  of one being with the Father. 

13.  Through him all things were made. 

 

 Questions: 

 Read through John 1:1-14 

1. “Jesus was God spelling himself out in language humanity could understand.” Samuel D. Gordon 

(1859-1936) How helpful do you find this in understanding who Jesus is? 

2. The writers of the Nicene Creed expanded the explanation of who Jesus is, from the earlier 

Apostles Creed. (You could look this up and compare the two.)  Why do you think they did this? 

3. Which phrase about Jesus in the Nicene Creed appeals to you the most and why? 

4. From John 1:1-14 list all that we learn here about Jesus. (Note the different ways John uses to 

name him and describe him.) Do you feel that your understanding of who Jesus is could be 

broader or richer than it currently is?  
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5. Peter M writes, “Jesus shows us the life we were created to live.” Together, come up with 5 

principles by which we could live our lives to be more like Jesus. What impact would they have 

on us, on those we live with, and those on our frontlines? 

  

4. 26 Oct We believe Jesus died to reconcile the world to God  

Suggested Scripture reading: Romans 8:1-4, 31-39 

A big subject that needs handling carefully but boldly: 

Jesus saves us from the wrath of God. This is not a popular subject – we don't like the idea of an angry 

God. However it is the clear testimony of Scripture (e.g. 1 Thessalonians 1:10; Ephesians 2:3). The anger 

of God is an aspect of his love: he loves the world that he has made and is angry with all that has 

damaged and destroyed it and that has brought pain to his creation – just as we might be filled with a 

righteous anger against those who have abused children. God's plan to put right and restore his world 

involves judgement on all that has damaged his world and holds it captive (see, for example, Revelation 

11:18). 

We need to recognise that each one of us has fallen short of what God created us to be (Romans 3:23) 

and are deserving of God's anger (Ephesians 2:3). But because of God's great love for us, he sent his 

Son, the Lord Jesus, into the world to save us. 

Jesus bore our sin and judgment himself when he went to the cross (John 1:29; 2 Corinthians 5:1; 1 

Peter 2:24). At the cross, he fully paid the penalty for our sin and triumphed over all the powers of evil, 

Satanic and human – including the powers of sin and death – that are opposed to God and his purposes 

(Colossians 2:13-15).  

He has reconciled the world to God (2 Corinthians 5:18-19) 

We can glory in the cross (Galatians 6:14). It is the measure of God's love for us (John 3:16; 1 John 4:8; 

Romans 5:8; Galatians 2:20), the ground of our acceptance with God (Romans 3:24-26), and the 

foundation for our assurance (Romans 8:31-39).  It is central to our Christian faith and hope which is 

why we remember and celebrate Christ's sacrifice often when we celebrate Communion.  

It is also celebrated in many of our best loved hymns such as: 

And can it be that I should gain … 

Before the throne of God above … 

Come and see, come and see … 

Here is love, vast as the ocean … 

In Christ alone my hope is found … 

What kind of love is this … 

When I survey the wondrous cross … 

Etc. 

I also have a great love for the first question and answer of the 16th Century Heidelberg Catechism the 

first question and answer of which are as follows: “What is your only comfort, in life and in death?” 

And the answer: “That I belong – body and soul, in life and in death – not to myself but to my faithful 

Saviour, Jesus Christ, who at the cost of his own blood has fully paid for all my sins and has completely 
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freed me from the dominion of the devil; that he protects me so well that without the will of my Father 

in heaven not a hair can fall from my head; indeed, that everything must fit his purpose for my 

salvation. Therefore, by his Holy Spirit, he also assures me of eternal life, and makes me 

wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to live for him.” 

Peter Misselbrook 

 

Creed statements:       Chapters of “We Believe:” 9,10,11,12 

14. For us men and for our salvation 

15. he came down from heaven; 

16. by the power of the Holy Spirit 

17. he became incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 

18. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

19.  he suffered death and was buried.  

 

Questions: 

Read Romans 8:1-4, 31-39 together. 

1. In the notes, Peter M writes that the wrath of God is not a popular subject.  What is God angry 

about, and why? 

2. Paul writes here of the “law of sin and death” v2.  Did you feel you were “sinful” before you came 

to faith in Jesus? How about when you came to faith? How about now?  

3. Using the passage and some of the Bible references given by Peter in his summary, see if you can 

work together to come up with a 50-word summary of what Jesus did for us on the cross. (You 

might want to use pen and paper/ flip chart pad for this.)  (Why not bring them to church next 

Sunday and we can display them.) 

4. Share with the others any favourite songs or hymns that help enrich your understanding and 

gratitude for what Jesus did on the cross. 

5. What difference does it make to your own life? Choose one benefit for which you are especially 

grateful. Choose one person whom you would love to also experience that same benefit. Imagine 

the difference it would make to them to know Jesus as Lord. Move to a time of prayer as you bring 

those people before God with that specific prayer.  

 

 

 

5. 9 Nov We believe Jesus rose from the dead and reigns as Lord of all 

Suggested Scripture reading: 1 Corinthians 15:19-28, 50-58 

The Apostle Paul argues that Christ's bodily resurrection from the dead is central to Christian faith and 

hope (see 1 Corinthians 15 and particularly verses 14 and 17-19). Yet it seems to me that the faith of 
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many contemporary Christians is more like that of the Corinthians addressed by Paul – bodily 

resurrection plays little part in our faith and hope. 

(See N.T. Wright, Resurrection and the Renewal of Creation, a free PDF download Resurrection eBook 

v2 which suggests that we often fit Jesus into the wrong story.) 

We need to go back to the doctrine of the incarnation. In Jesus, God became flesh. He took upon 

himself a body like our body and became fully part of his own creation that he might rescue both us 

(humans) and it (a fallen and broken creation). Having defeated the powers of sin and death he rose 

bodily from the dead. He retains a human body though it is now glorified. 

His resurrection is the firstfruits of the renewed creation (1 Corinthians 15:20, 23), a firstfruits in which 

believers already participate through the Spirit (Romans 8:23, 2 Corinthians 5:17; Ephesians 1:18-23 

etc.).  

By his resurrection, Jesus' triumph over all the powers of darkness has been declared to all creation. He 

has been declared to be Christ the King and Lord of all (Romans 1:4). 

The resurrection of Christ is intimately connected in the apostolic writings with his ascension. He reigns 

at the Father's right hand until all things are brought into subjection to him (Ephesians 1:10; the 

enigmatic 1 Corinthians 15:23-28). 

The bodily resurrection of Jesus from the dead is the ground of the Christian's hope both for 

themselves and for the world (Romans 8:18-25). 

Peter Misselbrook 

 

Creed statements:       Chapters of “We Believe:”13, 14, 15, 16 

20. On the third day he rose again 

21.  in accordance with the scriptures; 

22.  he ascended into heaven 

23. and is seated at the right hand of the father. 

 

Questions: 

Read 1 Corinthians 15:19-28, 50-58 together. 

1. “If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.” v14.  Put this in 

your own words and explain why we are so to be pitied, if there is no resurrection of the dead. 

2. In verses 21-22 Paul compares Jesus to Adam. Work out together how Christ undid what Adam had 

done in Genesis 2 and 3 to give us the hope of resurrection after our death. 

3. The fact that Jesus rose from the dead is central to our faith. What convinced you that it was true? 

How would you explain it to a non- believer? 

4. We don’t often talk or teach about what will happen to our souls and bodies after our death and at 

the return of Christ (which we will look at in details in Session 8.) Understandably, it is both difficult 

to understand and very emotional to contemplate. It is a mystery, as Paul says in verse 51, but what 

clues can you pick up in the passage?  

https://www.ntwrightonline.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Resurrection-eBook-Updated.pdf
https://www.ntwrightonline.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Resurrection-eBook-Updated.pdf
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5. We have “victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” over death (v57.) How could you live life more 

fully, knowing that you have been granted victory over both sin and death? What would others 

notice that is different about you?   

 

 

6. 16 Nov We believe the Holy Spirit is the author of life 

Scripture reading: Romans 8:1-17 

The Holy Spirit was the author of life at the beginning – the one who hovered over the chaos (Genesis 

1:2), bringing order and life into being. It was the breath (Spirit) of God that is pictured as breathing life 

into Adam at the beginning (Genesis 2:7).  

The Spirit of God was active throughout the pages of Scripture equipping particular people for 

particular acts of service (prophets, priests, kings, skilled creators such as Bezalel etc.). The covenant 

people before the coming of Jesus longed for a fresh outpouring of the Spirit which would renew the 

heart (Ezekiel 11:18-20; 36:26-27; cf. Jeremiah 31:31-34) and give new life to the nation (Ezekiel 37:1-

14). But God's purpose and promise exceed these hopes. God promises that the day will come when his 

Spirit would be poured out on all flesh (Joel 2:28-32) – giving new life to the world. 

This is what happened on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2). 

The Holy Spirit was poured out from the Father and from the ascended Christ (a tricky and divisive 

point in the Nicene Creed – the divisive filioque clause).  

The Spirit could not be poured out in this manner before Christ's death and resurrection (John 7:39) 

because the Spirit's role is pour out the risen life of Christ into the hearts of men and women (see for 

instance Romans 8:1-17). The Spirit has given us life, bringing us into the kingdom of our Lord Jesus 

Christ (John 3:5-8). 

He gives life to the believer, indwells the believer, makes Christ present to the believer and enables and 

empowers us to follow him (Ephesians 1:18-20). He enables us to grow in likeness to Christ (2 

Corinthians 3:18), and to serve him. The life he gives is a foretaste of the life to come. 

The Spirit is now at work in the world, continuing the work of Christ and bringing all things into 

subjection of Him. 

Peter Misselbrook 

 

Creed statements:       Chapters of “We Believe:” 17, 18, 19, 20 

27. We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

28. the Lord, the giver of life, 

29. who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

30. With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. 

31.  He has spoken through the Prophets.  
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Questions: 

Read Romans 8:1-17 together.  

1. Share with the group any difficulties or confusions you have in describing or understanding the Holy 

Spirit. (The best way to uncover any confusion is to try and explain the Holy Spirit to someone who 

does not know him – or to a child: have a go at each coming up with a short description and work 

out where the explanations fall short!) No need to feel embarrassed, since the Nicene Creed was 

written partly to sort out some of the confusions that were growing about who or what the Spirit 

was. 

2. Romans 8:11: “If the Spirit of him (God the Father) who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you…” 

What difference does it make to us that the Spirit lives in us? Use the passage to find as many 

examples as you can. 

3. How far do you live as if the Spirit lives in you in these ways? What would you like to explore 

further or ask God to help you with?  

4. Paul writes a lot in this passage about the contrast between living according to the “flesh” (the way 

of sin that leads to death) and living according to the Spirit (living as children of God.) Why is it still 

hard for us to ignore the way of the flesh, even though we have been set free from it by Jesus’ 

death? What patterns of living and attitudes could we put into our lives that would help? 

5. What would you like to share with someone else this week about the Holy Spirit’s impact on your 

life? Pray together for opportunities to speak or demonstrate this with someone.  

6.  

 

7. 23 Nov We believe the church is the body of Christ, the people of God 

Scripture reading: Ephesians 2:11-22 

The church (catholic) is the company of God's people throughout the world (and in heaven). It is not an 

institution but the creation of God, through Christ and by the Spirit. It is the body of which he is head 

(Colossians 1:18-19; Ephesians 4:15), and present Lord. 

The Church's one foundation 

Is Jesus Christ her Lord; 

She is his new creation, 

By water and the word; 

From Heav'n he came and sought her 

To be his holy bride; 

With his own blood he bought her, 

And for her life he died. 

Jesus himself is the door of the sheepfold, the way into the life of the people of God, and it is through 

faith in him that we enter into the life of the church. This is the meaning of baptism through which we 

profess our faith, identify with Christ in his death and resurrection and declare that we are his disciples 

(Matthew 28:19-20). 

Just as God at the beginning declared it was not good for a person to be alone, so in redemption God 

intends us to be a community of his people. The church is a 'spiritual' community, the creation and 

work of the Spirit of God and a people filled with and animated by that Spirit. The idea that a person 
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can be a Christian (a follower of Christ) without being part of the community of the church is abhorrent 

to the testimony of Scripture. The heart of the life of this community is the celebration of communion 

or The Lord's Supper. This is expressive not only of our communion with God through the atoning work 

of Christ but also of our communion with one another (1 Corinthians 11:23-34). 

The church is a learning community, a community of disciples of the Lord Jesus, learning of him and 

growing in likeness to him (Matthew 28:19-20; Ephesians 4:20-24). All members, with their variety of 

gifts, are charged by Christ to love one another as we have been loved (John 13:34-35), serve one 

another (John 13:14-17), forgive one another as we have been forgiven (Ephesians 4:32), and to 

encourage and build one another up (1 Thessalonians 5:11; 2 Corinthians 3:11; Hebrews 3:13; 

Ephesians 4:16; 1 Corinthians 12-14). Fractures in the unity of the church are wounds I the body of 

Christ (Ephesians 4:1-6). 

The church, like its Saviour, is the firstfruits of the new creation. It is to be a community marked by love 

and unity: 

• It is an anticipation of the world to come – New Creation 

• It is the hope for the world – the church is to be good news for the world (Matthew 5:13-16) 

 

Peter Misselbrook 

 

 

Creed statements:       Chapters of “We Believe:” 21, 22 

32. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

33. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 

Questions: 

Read Ephesians 2:11-22 together.  

1. Peter M writes that the church is “not an institution but the creation of God through Christ and 

by the Holy Spirit.” How do you make sense of the church as described here, alongside the 

structures and hierarchies of the visible church?  

2. “One holy, catholic and apostolic church” (Nicene Creed line 32.) What do you think each of 

these 4 words says about the church?  

3. “One baptism for the forgiveness of sins” (Nicene Creed line 33.)  What do you think happens 

when we are baptised, and what part does baptism play in binding us together as one church 

across the world? (Use Peter’s notes to help.) 

4. Paul writes of two groups becoming one (Jews and Gentiles) (v15-18.) We are called to be a 

united body. What things threaten to divide us? How can we keep unity?  

5. Paul describes the church as “fellow citizens,” “members of (God’s) household” and building 

blocks of a “holy temple.” Which of these images most appeals to you and why? 

6. The church is the “hope for the world.” (Peter’s notes above.) How can we be a hope for our 

particular corner of the world this week/ this season? (Peter’s notes above have plenty of ideas 

to get you started.)  



14 
 

Pray together about this.  

 

 

8. 30 Nov We believe Jesus Christ will return to restore all creation 

Suggested Scripture reading: Revelation 21:1-14, 22-27 or 2 Peter 3 

Christ is coming back just as he ascended into heaven after his resurrection (Acts 1:11): 

• No one knows when (Matthew 24:36) 

• When he returns it will be unmistakable; every eye shall see him (Revelation 1:7). 

• In this meantime, we are to prepare for his coming by seeking to grow in likeness to Christ (1 

John 3:2-3; 2 Peter 3:11-13), by encouraging one another in such growth (Hebrews 10:24-25) 

and by telling others the good news of the coming kingdom (Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 1:7-8; 

Matthew 24:14). 

Those who have died will be raised bodily from the dead – reunited with their spirits. Those alive at the 

time of his coming will be transformed in the twinkling of an eye (1 Corinthians 15). We shall have 

bodies like Jesus' resurrection body (Philippians 3:20-21) 

Jesus will return as King and judge of all the earth (Acts 17:31). In some way that is beyond our full 

understanding, we shall also reign with him (2 Timothy 2:12 and the enigmatic Revelation 20:6), and 

will even be given a role of judging with him (see the enigmatic 1 Corinthians 6:3). 

All things (the whole of creation) shall be made new at his coming – it will share in his, and our, 

resurrection life (Romans 8:18-25; 2 Peter 3:13; Revelation 21:1-5). This renewed creation will in some 

way include all that is good, beautiful and valuable from our current world (Revelation 21:24-26). In 

that day, the whole of creation will be filled with the presence and glory of God (Revelation 21:22-23; 

Isaiah 11:9; Habakkuk 2:14). It is difficult for us to imagine what this new world will be like – or what it 

will be like for us to have bodies like Christ's resurrection body – but we know that the glory will 

surpass our imagination and anything we can currently picture of conceive. 

Those who will not bow the knee to Christ will have no part in this new creation. The Scriptures use a 

number of pictures for this, many of them difficult for us to contemplate: 

• They will be found 'outside' (Revelation 21:27; 22:15), separated from God (2 Thessalonians 

1:9). 

• They will be destroyed by being thrown "into the lake of fire" (Revelation 20:14-15; cf. 

Revelation 21:10). 

• They are destined for eternal punishment (Matthew 25:46)  

Knowing these things, and the love of God that has embraced us, we should be animated in the work of 

telling others of the Saviour (Acts 2:40; 2 Corinthians 5:11-21) 

Peter Misselbrook 
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Creed statements:       Chapters of “We Believe:” 15, 16, 23 

24. He will come again in glory 

25. to judge the living and the dead, 

 

34.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

35. and the life of the world to come. Amen 

 

 

Questions: 

Read Revelation 21:22-27 together.  

1. In Advent we look forwards to when Jesus will come again to judge the world and bring about a 

transformation of the whole earth.  How do you feel about this? What does it mean to you? 

What impact does it have on your faith and life? 

2. From the passage and from Peter’s notes, find details of what life will be like in the new heaven 

and the new earth, and choose one that particularly appeals to you. Why? 

3. There are many passages in the Bible that speak of judgement, as outlined in Peter’s notes and 

in much of the book of Revelation. It is a difficult subject to come to terms with. What would 

you like to pray about it? 

4. “I am making everything new!” v5 How do you think the world around us will be transformed 

when Jesus comes as king? How do we balance this with taking responsibility for our actions 

here and now?  

 

(There is an optional 9th session below where you can reflect together on what you have learnt in 

this series. Alternatively, leave time at the end of this session to give thanks for what you have 

learnt. Each identify one thing you are doing/ would like to do differently as a result of this series.) 

 

 

 

9.Optional session: Reflection on the Nicene Creed. 

 

As the title suggests, why not hold an extra session where you look back on what you have learned, 

what you would still like to explore, and how the series has impacted you.  

 

Suggestions: 

• Discuss: Over a meal, discuss what you have found hardest and what you have found the most 

encouraging elements of studying the Nicene Creed. 

• Read: Read through the Nicene Creed together slowly, pausing after each statement. Then 

discuss which statements you find the most challenging or the most encouraging. Has anything 

changed for you since you began the study? 

• Celebrate: One of the main ways we learn and reinforce our shared faith is by singing it. Sing or 

listen to some songs or hymns that you find helpful in summarising the faith we share.  
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• Pray: Choose some of the phrases in the Nicene Creed and turn them into prayers of 

thanksgiving.  

• Live: Choose one thing you would like to do differently, as a result of this study series. 

 

Please pass on your feedback (anonymous or named) to Anita to share with others so we can see 

the impact of the Creed and the series.   


